THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION"

ciation, the third of these popular rights. Given the
common aspiration, common idea, common enthu-
siasm and common wish 10 act, it gives the instrument
which binds men to strive towards the common object
by common and associated actions; the bonds of
brotherhood grow, energy increases, the idea begins to-
materialise itself to work in practical affairs and that
which was yesterday merely an idea, merely a word
thrown out by the eloquence of the orator., becomes a
question of practical politics. It becomes work for it
begins to work and fulfil itself. Therefore the people
prize these rights, consider them a valuable asset, cliiig
to and cherish and will not easily sacrifice them. There-
fore they resent die arbitrary interference which takes
from them what they consider indispensable for the
preparation of national life.

Association is the mightiest thing in humanity; it is
the instrument by which humanity moves, it is the means
by which it grows, it is the power by which it progresses
towards its final development. There are three ideas
which are of supreme moment to human life and have
become the watchwords of humanity. Three words
have the power of remoulding nations and Govern-
ments, liberty, equality and fraternity. These words
cast forth into being from the great stir and movement
of the eighteenth century continue to act on men
because they point to the ultimate goal towards which
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